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extraordinary victories because they had changed
their ideas of naval warfare. English ships mounted
broadside guns, and they manoeuvred so as to
rake their opponents with the fire of these broad-
sides. Their opponents used the great galleys,
which were both difficult to sail and which fought
sea battles as if on land, relying on grappling and
boarding. Hence the English could sail round
the galleys and by their broadside fire destroy
them. The English seamen seized on this advan-
tage and put it to good use. First they began to
pounce on Spanish ships whenever they had an
opportunity. They began to fit out ships to sail
across to the Spanish main, to intercept merchant-
men, and to capture them wherever they found
them. Actually this was piracy, and Philip met
it by arresting all English ships found in Spanish
harbours. Ttn 1564,^JElizabeth sent a commission
to deal with Philip over this, and the English
commissioners themselves could not deny what
was being done and wrote back, " our men in
their offences are so lamentable we scarce can tell
how to open our mouths ".
Next, the English began to develop their ideas
of trade and to interfere with that of Spain. We
must always regret that Hawkins was the man to
start the frightful trade in slaves, taking negroes
from Africa and selling them in the ports of
Spanish America. He paid dividends of sixty
per cent to those who lent him money for these
ventures. But on one of these voyages his ships,